starting with demanding the removal of historical monuments of past oppressors like Rhodes, the article makes a useful contribution.
The second article, 'The Ethiopian root of Early Modern English Renaissance: Ethiopia and Thomas More's Utopia', by Meskerem Debele, makes a useful connection to the preceding article. It employs More's Utopia to unravel the contribution that Africa's civilisation in Ethiopia made to the venerated, and often mythologised, European Renaissance in the 16 th and 17 th centuries. The article is in two parts, with the first providing useful knowledge for the vision and mission of this journal -the quest for the renaissance of Africa in the 21 st century and beyond.
'Dangerous othering in Meg Vandermerwe's Zebra Crossing: Ubuntu -ideals and realities of the 2010 FIFA World Cup' by Robyn Wilkinson is the next article which is immediately preceded by two contributions that are based on novels and other forms of creative writing discourse. This article makes a useful contribution to critical intercourses on the theory and practices that advance or undermine the quest for Africa's Renaissance. It interprets narratives about a Zimbabwean with albinism who travelled to South Africa during the FIFA World Cup, wishing to enjoy the experiences of the event but who met with the realities of multiple discriminatory practices based on gender, her minority status as a person with albinism, and her being a foreigner. Racism, including xenophobia, sexism and discrimination against people with disabilities are all prohibited by the Constitution of South Africa. The narrative adds to public discourses on the gap between having constitutional provisions and the inability to translate them into practice -that is, constitutionalism. The author of the book which the article interprets seeks to advance the promotion of the values of forgiveness, compassion and acceptance in this country. These are challenges which have faced not only foreigners in South Africa, but also society as a whole since 1994.
Beatrice Maphosa's 'Alleviating poverty through resource provision: The case of a South African agricultural project' follows. The thrust of the article, which is based on a qualitative study of the Vukuzenzele Agricultural Project in Cullinan, near Pretoria in South Africa, is that government policies and implementation directed at resource provision for poverty alleviation do not (in the short, medium or long term) alleviate poverty, because of a lack of appropriate skills development and sense of ownership by communities. Based on a case study, the article incorporates a literature review, a theoretical framework, research methodology and the subsequent findings.
'The role of African universities in the protection of the rights of indigenous peoples: A development agenda' by Dejo Olowu challenges African universities to be active in promoting scholarship in, and social activism for, the issues facing indigenous peoples on the continent and its island territories. Terms such as 'indigenous peoples', 'natives', 'first nations', 'aboriginals', 'primitives' and similar socially divisive names persist in the 21 st century. All these and other such terms were partially discussed at the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance in Durban, South Africa in 2001 (UNHRC 2002) . Before and since the conference, the international community has attempted to deal with the plight of peoples who have been the most marginalised and discriminated against. This article examines the phenomenon from both global and African perspectives, offering a piece of relevant and challenging scholarship. Being multidisciplinary, it does not confine itself to national, regional and international law. It should therefore ignite further scholarship.
Mathias Fubah follows with 'Views about modern museums in the palaces of the Western Grasslands, Cameroon'. The recording and preservation of peoples' histories -their journey in life -is always at the centre of current and future struggles. This article gives information on how communities from the western part of Cameroon feel about two museums that have been constructed to house royal treasury and other traditional historical artefacts. The people have welcomed the development, yet fear possible theft and an obliteration of their past. In Africa this has been a challenge over more than 500 years of active engagement with Europe, the Middle East and Asia. The article is relevant, informative and insightful. It is rightfully situated within the African Renaissance new knowledge creation and advancement paradigm.
Solomon Yirenkyi-Boateng's 'Towards a critical realist perspective on African conflicts' concludes the Articles section, before we proceed to the Imbizo section, which is also peer reviewed. The article employs what the author projects as a critical realist theory, conceptual framework and philosophy crafted by Roy Bhaskar to address conflicts in Africa. It links the pursuit of peace to the need for development and good governance. According to the author, this is in line with the African Union's Vision of 2004. The article could have updated its link to the African Union by drawing from the African Union Agenda for 2063. The contribution is, however, powerful given its extensive reference to a wide range of existing published works.
Public policy management remains a serious challenge to efficient and good management in many African countries, as bureaucrats in public institutions are incessantly pushed or pulled by political forces that serve short term interests than long term sustainable nation building. There is need to search for innovative and more effective ways to energise public policy management -the delivery of public services to the masses. The Republic of Rwanda appears to have confronted the challenge by blending culturally-rooted traditional philosophy and practices with the so-called 'modern' ones to create what Masengesho Kamuzinzi very creatively analyses in the next article 'Imihigo: A hybrid model associating traditional and modern logistics in public policy implementation in Rwanda'. This carefully crafted article's message is that citizens' ownership of policies and their strategic plans needs are needed; policies and plans, however laudable on paper, cannot be imposed on the people from the top. People need to feel involved in the public management policy making and in their implementation. Imihigo means people's involvement in policy formulation and implementation. Fused with some elements of 'modernist' theories and philosophies, Imihigo leads to more effective governance. The contribution provides useful insights in the dialectic relations between theory and practice, philosophy and action, living traditional African knowledge and elements of the socalled 'modern'.
The refereed IMBIZO section features Martin Revayi Rupiya's 'Transformation of African armies: Emphasis on early and continuous education, rather than training during the post-conflict reconstruction and development phase' is brief, but puts forward a strong case for paradigm change in the manner military officer corps are educated in the field of post-conflict reconstruction and development. It urges for the training of officer corps prior to and during conflicts, rather than only after conflicts. Such proactive approaches also have the potential to reduce the levels of extreme violence by armed forces during conflicts.
